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TAKE ACTION
Take action to protect your freedom to read, a first
amendment right! Immediately after Trump attacked trans
people in his State of the Union address, House Republicans
introduced H.R. 7661 which would ban public schools from
stocking books or teaching materials containing information
or narratives about trans identities. Some sex education
programs, clubs and support groups would also be included
in the ban. 
Go to 5 Calls to contact your House member here:
5calls.org/issue/federal-book-ban-hr7661/ 
Sign a petition here: action.everylibrary.org/hr_7661 

Take action to learn how to organize locally to oppose the
massive AI data centers that increase energy costs,
threaten water supplies and lower quality of life. Attend the
virtual webinar “Protecting Local Communities from AI Data
Center Impacts” from noon to 1:15PM on Wed March 11.
Register here: bit.ly/sflxwebinar1

Take action to resist the Trump regime’s attacks on
democracy. Join We (the People) Dissent’s Resistance
School starting with “Noncooperation: How to Topple an
Authoritarian Regime” on Tuesday, March 10 at 8:00 PM EST.
Join the presentation here: https://tinyurl.com/4k9sybdn 

Take action to end mass incarceration and overhaul New
York’s racist and unjust sentencing laws by signing the
Communities Not Cages petition. This is a grassroots
campaign led by impacted people and families across New
York State to eliminate mandatory minimums and create
the right to a second-look at unfairly long sentences. Sign
the petition here: https://tinyurl.com/4k2xara8 

Gentle Chair Yoga. Tuesdays, March 3, 10, 17 & 24, 1 - 1:30 p.m.,
Penn Yan Public Library (214 Main St). Free, low-impact
beginners’ yoga practice. Registration is requested but we can
welcome a few walk-ins too. Register:
https://tinyurl.com/4az68me7. 

Acceptance, Belonging and Community LGBTQ+ Issues: Intro
to Asexuality, Tuesday, March 10, 7:00 p.m. at Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church (179 Main St., Penn Yan) or online via Zoom.
Acceptance, Belonging & Community (ABC) sessions afford
LGBTQ+ people and allies alike an opportunity to learn more
about aspects of our community they may have questions
about. Have you ever seen the LGBTQIA+ initialism and
wondered what the A stood for? Join us in March to learn more
about…Asexuality! We’ll cover some basic info, misconceptions,
and discuss the ways asexual folks fit into the queer community.
Attend in person at St. Mark's Church or virtually by registering
here: https://tinyurl.com/mrpwe3km. Organized by Keuka
Compass, Finger Lakes Justice Partnership, and Saint Mark's
Church.

Penn Yan Action Coalition Community Read, Session Two:
About the Author, Friday, March 13, 6 p.m. at Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church (179 Main St., Penn Yan). The Penn Yan Action
Coalition (PYAC) is proud to announce our selection for our
seventh annual community read: The Lemon Tree (young
readers’ edition), by Sandy Tolan. A deeply moving and
meaningful book, it offers critical history and context about the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, while remaining at its heart a story
about friendship and human connection. For this session, we will
be watching an interview with the author, as well as a recorded
presentation by Dalia Landau, one of the figures in the narrative.
Didn’t read the book? No problem! We’d still love to welcome
you and your thoughtful comments. Copies are available at
Long’s Cards and Books for purchase and at Penn Yan Public
Library for borrowing. Presented by Penn Yan Action Coalition.

Keuka Compass Book Club, Tuesday, March 17, 7 p.m. at Saint
Mark’s Episcopal Church (179 Main St., Penn Yan) or online via
Zoom. Join the Keuka Compass LGBTQ+ Book Club in person or
virtually. This month’s two shorter books are The Deep by Rivers
Solomon and Psalm for the Wild Built by Becky Chambers.
Copies are available for purchase at Long’s Cards and Books in
Penn Yan and for loan through the Southern Tier Library System.
Want to attend the discussion by Zoom? Write to us at
flxjustice21@gmail.com and we’ll provide the access info.
Presented by Keuka Compass.

Penn Yan Action Coalition Community Read, Session Three:
Film Screening, Friday, March 20, 6 p.m. at Saint Mark’s
Episcopal Church (179 Main St., Penn Yan). The Penn Yan Action
Coalition (PYAC) is proud to announce our selection for our
seventh annual community read: The Lemon Tree (young
readers’ edition), by Sandy Tolan. A deeply moving and
meaningful book, it offers critical history and context about the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, while remaining at its heart a story
about friendship and human connection. During this final
session, we will host a screening of the acclaimed documentary
No Other Land, with discussion and reflection to follow. Didn’t
read the book? No problem! We’d still love to welcome you and
your thoughtful comments. Copies are available at Long’s Cards
and Books for purchase and at Penn Yan Public Library for
borrowing. Presented by Penn Yan Action Coalition.
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GOOD NEWS MEDIA RECOMMENDATIONS 
Bethany Yarrow came to Hunt Country in Branchport March
7, where she led a group of more than 60 people in singing
protest songs from the old days and introduced new ones
from the Singing Resistance in Minneapolis. 

Some high-profile MAGA stalwarts (Tucker Carlson, Megyn
Kelly, Matt Walsh) are revolting over the Iran war, saying it
betrays Trump's America first principles.

The Iran war, aka “Epic Fury,” is polling as unpopular (56% of
U.S. adults oppose), with higher opposition among young
people (64% of adults under 30 oppose). 

20% of Trump voters now say they regret voting for him,
based on a poll by Navigator Research. Not nearly enough!

Truth Social is (still) losing money and may get spun off, NY
Times writers report. “It serves mainly as a platform for Mr.
Trump to communicate policy proposals with the world and
air his political grievances.”

Dem Alex Holladay wins AR state house, flipping a ninth
Republic seat. Democrats have won 90 special elections,
each up an average of 13 points over 2024, Downballot
reports. 

“Remembering Jesse Jackson.” Code Switch
podcast. Access: https://tinyurl.com/3rbpbwyu 

“Fascism Isn’t Coming — It’s Here. Now What?”
Movement Memos podcast. The hosts “discuss the
severity of our situation and what solidarity and
effective organizing will demand of us in these
times.” Access: https://tinyurl.com/3s599auy 

“The U.S. men’s hockey team made us proud to be
Americans. Trump helped them ruin it.” Kavitha A.
Davidson, MS Now. Access:
https://tinyurl.com/2snk6dt4 

“Manosphere podcasters have second thoughts.”
Tom Schaller, Public Notice. This is a development
that could turn the tide of future elections. Access:
https://tinyurl.com/y57uhf7z 

“Me and the Devil Blues.” Unexplained podcast. A
folkloric tale that takes a turn towards exploring
white supremacy and its assumptions toward the
end. Access: https://tinyurl.com/4a8n2wcs 

BOOK REVIEW: Overcoming Speechlessness Written By Peter Salva

In such a busy world it’s
nice to read a book
which packs a lot of
meaning into a short
number of pages. Alice
Walker’s Overcoming
Speechlessness: A Poet
Encounters the Horror of
Rwanda, Eastern Congo,
and Palestine/Israel does
just that. In 80 pages,
Walker tells about her
time working with
Women for Women
International, a nonprofit
which provides practical
and moral support to
female survivors of war.

During her time with this organization she visited Rwanda,
Congo, and Palestine and met with individuals who experienced
dehumanization, violence, and suffering in many capacities.
Though the book is short, Walker is able to distill her experiences
meaningfully so that the voices of those who she meets are the
focus, the goal being to break through the speechlessness that
so often is imposed on those who have experienced this type of
trauma.  

This is not a book which will offer tons of
historical context, fill in details about
political nuance, nor offer deep analysis.
However, Walker is able to highlight the
importance of connection with individuals
on a human level as a way to overcome
inaction. There is something about her
willingness to bear witness, particularly as
someone who experienced segregation,
racism, and violence in the US, which makes
her writing feel more honest than other
similar works. 

On this International Women’s Day, and at
the end of a week wherein the US and Israel
have begun another war, one in which
women and children are already being
disproportionately affected, reading a work
like this one by Alice Walker may be
sobering. Yet, we must remind ourselves
that those affected by war and violence are
worthy of humanization and dignity. We
must fight for humanization and dignity for
all. Walker’s work is a great reminder of this,
as well as a celebration of the reclamation
of humanity and dignity in the face of
unspeakable pain and trauma. 
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OUR MISSION
The Finger Lakes Justice Partnership will help weave together the efforts of the region’s

diverse justice-seeking individuals, organizations, and institutions. Rooted in the
humble knowledge that we are continually learning, we will seek to coordinate

resources and knowledge, respond to acts of injustice, and raise awareness around
local threats and opportunities. Through advocacy for members of historically

marginalized groups of all kinds, we will help move the Finger Lakes away from passive
acquiescence to injustice, and toward an active embrace of anti-racism, community-

building, mutual aid, and understanding.
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